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Staff
Directory It’s hard to believe that we are already into summer 

vacation.  This spring we have experienced 
many opportunities and many changes, and the 
opportunities and changes just seem to keep 
coming. This can be challenging for those of us who 
prefer to stay securely in our comfort zone. But I 
hope that many of you will agree that often when 
we are patient and endure our personal discomfort, 
great good can come.
 One of the changes that we have seen is the 
installation of carpeting and new light fixtures in 
the Parish Center Atrium and Formal Rooms. The 
decision to make this change was a collaborative 

process, and we were able to do the work because of generous designated 
donations. It was truly a group enterprise. When the decision was announced, 
there were many questions about why we should make the change, and many 
people were understandably resistant. After all, change is uncomfortable. There 
were even staff members who were “reserving judgment,” but once the carpet was 
in and the coordinating light fixtures were installed, the positive feedback came 
flooding in. So many people have commented that now they can hear the people 
they’re sitting next to at events; the carpeting has dramatically improved the noise 
level of the Atrium, which is our largest gathering space. Having matching light 
fixtures and carpet in the Formal Rooms and the Atrium has given the space a 
feeling of being unified when it is open for large events.
 Another change that we are still in the midst of is the retirement of our 
much-loved and respected CK School principal of the last eight years, Mrs. Karen 
Carter. It truly warmed my heart to see so many of you give generously to make 
it possible to send Karen on her dream trip, a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. It is 
a trip that she and her late husband, Deacon Tom Carter, had planned to take 
together. You again extended your generosity so that we could present to Karen 
a retirement gift that we trust will bear great fruit as she moves into a new chapter 
of life.
 The process of finding a new principal is ongoing, and I will keep you 
updated as we continue our search. We are committed to finding the right person 
to lead our school. We are blessed to have Amy Feighny and Robert Crump 
to act as Heads of School in the interim. To say that they are competent is an 
understatement, and I trust that you are as confident in them as I am.
 It has often been said that we are pilgrims on this earth, and it is true that 
life can be seen as a journey. We move from this place to that place, and we 
grow from one age to another. And just like any journey, many of us like to plan 
how our lives will unfold - it seems to give us a feeling of security and control. But 
this feeling of security and control can disappear in a flash! Whether you face a 
serious illness, the loss of a loved one, or something that might be less significant 
but still demands that you change how you see or interact with something, it is 
good to step back in these times of upset–step back and turn to God. Our faith is 
tested in change. Let us pray for the grace to be gracious in change and to let our 
trials be instruments of God’s loving call to community. I ask that you continue to 
pray for our parish and school. Know that I continue to pray for each of you. May 
you be blessed in the coming seasons of change.

Dear Parishioners

To share your stories of faith, ministry, or photographs that will be appreciated 
by the broader community, contact Kelly Fanning at kelly@ckokc.org.
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You Have Options!
Did you know you have the option to 
receive the Sooner Catholic online in-
stead of the paper edition. You can sign 
up to receive the Sooner Catholic by e-
mail at www.soonercatholic.org and the 
Sooner Catholic E-Newsletter at www.
flocknote.com/archokc.

Christ the King is Among Top 5
Christ the King Catholic Church has again been included in the Top 5 nominees 
for Best Church in The Oklahoman Readers’ Choice Awards. We are honored and 
humbled to know that so many parishioners share in the feeling of community that 
makes Christ the King Church a vibrant family of faith and service. 
 Voting for The Oklahoman Readers’ Choice Awards is open from June 19-
27, 2016. You may vote once a day while voting is open. We hope that you will 
support your parish by voting for Christ the King! Just visit http://www.oklahoman.
com/readerschoice or scan the QR code below. We will have print copies of the 
ballot available at the Welcome Desk, as well. Thank you for nominating Christ 
the King!

Dear Friends,   
 I am overwhelmed with gratitude at the many 
blessings of your prayers, kindness and generosity 
during my eight years with you at Christ the King!  I 
am forever grateful to Father Rick who gave me the 
opportunity to serve here and for his tireless efforts 
on behalf of the school and parish community. 
Treasure your time with him. 
 The reception in my honor was lovely and I was 
blessed to have my daughter, Laura Gosa here 
from New Jersey to share it with me. 
 The wonderful trip to the Holy Land was a 

blessing beyond my imagination! I am still processing the experience and it’s 
impact on my faith and understanding of Scripture. I encourage any of you to 
make the trip. You will never read or hear Scripture in quite the same way.  
 I pray that the great reputation of Christ the King Catholic School 
continues, and have every confidence in Mrs. Feighny and Mr. Crump. 
 Although I will be back and forth during the month of June, I would love to 
hear from you! If you want to write, contact the parish or school office for my new 
address.
 May God bless each of you with His grace and peace!  

OKC
97.3 
FM
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continued on next page

Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News) - 
While the experience of illness can 
certainly test our faith, for Pope Francis 
it is an opportunity to entrust ourselves 
to the tenderness and mercy of Christ, 
which Mary, his mother, shows us how 
to do.
 “Illness, above all grave illness, 
always places human existence in 
crisis and brings with it questions 
that dig deep,” the Pope said in his 
message for the 24th World Day of the 
Sick, noting that our first reaction to 
illness is often “one of rebellion,” asking 
ourselves “Why has this happened to 
me?”
 “We can feel desperate, thinking 
that all is lost, that things no longer have 
meaning,” the Pope said, explaining 
that while one’s faith in God is tested 
in these moments, they also reveal the 
positive aspects of faith.
 This is not because faith makes 
illness, pain, or the questions that arise 

disappear, but “because it offers a key 
by which we can discover the deepest 
meaning of what we are experiencing; 
a key that helps us to see how illness 
can be the way to draw nearer to Jesus 
who walks at our side. ”And this key, 
he said, “is given to us by Mary, our 
Mother, who has known this way at first 
hand.”
 Pope Francis’ reflection was part of 
his message for the 24th World Day of 
the Sick, which will be celebrated Feb. 
11 in the Holy Land. The day also marks 
the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. The 
theme for the day, “Entrusting Oneself 
to the Merciful Jesus like Mary: ‘Do 
whatever he tells you,’” is especially 
fitting for the Jubilee of Mercy, the Pope 
said.
 In addition to the Mass on Feb. 11, 
celebrations included the praying of 
morning and evening prayer, as well 
as daily Masses held in different places 
marking the various mysteries of Jesus’ 

life, such as his birth in Bethlehem 
and his resurrection in Jerusalem at 
the Holy Sepulchre. The sacraments 
of Confession and of the Anointing of 
the Sick were offered throughout the 
week in different locations. Bishops 
from different Catholic rites performed 
the Anointing of the Sick throughout 
Jerusalem, as well as in Bethlehem 
and Ramallah, so that Catholics in the 
north and south of Palestine could also 
receive the sacrament.
 Ash Wednesday, which took 
place Feb. 10, was celebrated in 
Gethsemane, where Christ  prayed 
the night he was arrested. After the 
distribution of the ashes, attendees 
walked through the Holy Door in the 
city.
 Due to the fact that the main 
festivities were held in the places that 
Christ lived and carried out his ministry, 
including many miracles, Francis said 
he decided to center his message for 

Ask Mary’s help if illness makes it hard to trust 
God’s mercy, Pope Francis advises
By Elise Harris
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the day on the Gospel account of the 
wedding feast of Cana, where Christ 
performed his first miracle through the 
intervention of his mother.
 With Mary’s attentiveness and 
personal involvement with the 
newlywed couple in mind, as well as 
her and docile attitude toward her son, 
the Pope asked what the scene can 
teach us about the World Day of the 
Sick.
 The wedding feast is above all an 
image of the Church, with Christ at 
the center, performing a miracle out 
of his mercy. He is surrounded by his 
disciples, and beside them all is Mary, 
“the provident and prayerful Mother.”
 “Mary partakes of the joy of ordinary 
people and helps it to increase; she 
intercedes with her Son on behalf of 
the spouses and all the invited guests. 
Nor does Jesus refuse the request of 
his Mother,” the Pope noted.
 He said the event serves as a 
sign of hope for everyone, because 
“we have a Mother with benevolent 
and watchful eyes, like her Son.”Mary, 
he said, has “a heart that is maternal 
and full of mercy, like him; hands that 
want to help, like the hands of Jesus 
who broke bread for those who were 
hungry, touched the sick and healed 
them.”
 “In Mary’s concern we see reflected 
the tenderness of God,” the Pope said, 
noting that this tenderness is also 
present in the lives of all those who care 

for the sick and are attentive to their 
needs, “even the most imperceptible 
ones, because they look upon them 
with eyes full of love.” When this love 
is animated by faith, it inspires us 
ask God for “something greater than 
physical health” for those who are sick: 
“we ask for peace, a serenity in life that 
comes from the heart and is God’s gift, 
the fruit of the Holy Spirit, a gift which 
the Father never denies to those who 
ask him for it with trust.”
 Francis urged the faithful to ask 
Mary to intercede in helping them to 
have her same readiness to serve 
those in need, particularly those who 
are ill.
 “We too can be hands, arms and 
hearts which help God to perform his 
miracles, so often hidden,” he said, 
explaining that while the experience of 
suffering “will always remain a mystery, 
Jesus helps us to reveal its meaning.”
 Pope Francis also expressed 
his hope that the celebrations in the 
Holy Land would be an occasion for 
increased dialogue among Christianity, 
Judaism, and Islam, who often bicker 
over rights and access to the holy sites 
in the area.
 He closed his message by praying 
that all who are sick and suffering would 
draw inspiration from Mary, entrusting 
to her their trials as well as their joys.
 “Let us beg her to turn her eyes of 
mercy toward us, especially in times of 
pain, and make us worthy of beholding, 
today and always, the merciful face of 
her Son Jesus!” 

continued from previous page

+ Mary, Mother of God +
You witnessed the suffering 

of your precious Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and you understand my great sorrow 

as I witness the suffering 
of my loved one.

Pray for us, Holy Virgin,
that we may turn to God in our sorrow.

Pray for us, Blessed Mother,
that we may feel God’s healing love 

in this difficult time. 
Amen

Have you noticed these yard signs 
popping up in your neighborhood? 
Get one and show your school 
spirit by donating $250 or more 
to the Annual Fund by June 30, 
2016. Contact Mary Schrantz 
in the CK School Advancement 
Office.

Most Reverend Charles Buswell, 
founding pastor of Christ the King 
Catholic Church and School, had a vi-
sion of traditional values coupled with 
progressive education for the Catho-
lic schoolchildren of Oklahoma City. 
Christ the King is this vision realized. 
 To honor the vision and legacy of 
Bishop Buswell, Christ the King estab-
lished the Bishop Buswell Society for 
those individuals who remember Christ 
the King in their estate planning. If you 
have mentioned Christ the King Parish 
or School in your will, we would like to 
acknowledge your thoughtfulness and 
generosity by including your name on 
the Bishop Buswell Society plaque. If 
you prefer to remain anonymous, we 
do still wish to give you a small expres-
sion of our thanks, and we can list you 
on the plaque as anonymous.
 To learn more about including CK 
in your estate plan or to notify us of 
inclusion in your will, please contact 
Patrick Cullen at patrick@ckokc.org or 
(405) 242-4512.

A Legacy for CK
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CK School is in its ninth year of honoring 
a distinguished alumnus and presents 
the award annually to an accomplished 
graduate, one who has contributed 
to the school, the community and his 
or her own professional or volunteer 
organizations. Our 2016 recipient is 
Frank Allen Ille.
 Frank graduated from CK 
School in 1983. He attended Bishop 
McGuinness High School, where he 
excelled in the classroom and on 
the field. He subsequently earned a 
degree in economics from Princeton 
University, where he played fullback 
and quarterback for the football team.  
He then earned a Masters in Business 
Administration from the University of 
Oklahoma. Frank has worked at Love’s 
Travel Stops his entire career and has 
served as their Store General Manager, 
Travel Stop District Manager, Manager 
of Special Projects and Manager of 
Development.
 Frank has devoted his adult life 
to family, work and the community in 
which he was raised. Frank is married 
to Meg, and all three of their children 
attend CK School.  Evan (’16), Isabelle 
(’18) and Alexandra (’20) happily roam 
the halls their father did as a young 
boy with his siblings, Meredith and 
Les. Frank believes “Christ the King is 
at the top of the list when it comes to 
providing academic quality and a fun-

filled education. I feel so lucky that I am 
able to provide the same educational 
experience for my kids that I enjoyed at 
their age.” 
 Frank is a Co-Founder, National 
Board member and the Oklahoma 
City Regional President of PlaySmart. 
This organization was founded by 
Frank and his Princeton classmates, 
who, recognizing the profound and 
positive impact athletics had on their 
development as young adults, seek 
to help kids reach their academic and 
life potential through sports. Frank and 
Meg organize a charity event each year 
to raise money for this worthy cause. 
 Frank is also Co-Director of 
the Rodney Gabriel Benefit Fund, 
named for one of his former Princeton 
teammates. Frank organizes this event 
to raise money each year to support 
Rodney Gabriel and assist with the 
financial hardships he has endured 
because of an accident which left him 
paralyzed as a young adult. 
 Frank devotes countless hours 
to the Christ the King community. He 

is the current Athletic Director at CK 
School, a volunteer position that he 
has served in since 2011. He is also 
President of the Catholic Grade School 
Athletic Association. Frank is a Bishop 
McGuinness Athletic Hall of Fame 
Inductee and served on the Bishop 
McGuinness Alumni Association Board 
from 2006-2013, two of those years as 
President. 
 His favorite memory of CK School 
is being allowed to be a very young 
altar server (too young for training) at 
his mother’s reception into the Catholic 
Church.
 Frank embodies the values taught 
at CK School and has distinguished 
himself as a valuable member of 
the Christ the King family since his 
graduation in 1983. His dedication to the 
community, the parish and the school is 
worthy of emulation and a testament to 
his rich character. Frank received the 
award on Sunday, Jan. 31, 2016 during 
the 10am Mass in conjunction with our 
celebration of Catholic Schools Week. 


FRANK ALLEN ILLE
CK School Distinguished Graduate 2016
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Taylor “Veronica” Alexander
Thatcher “Sebastian” Anderson
Nathan “Thomas More” Baker
Bennet ”Sebastian” Barnett
Parker “Luke” Bentley
Troy “Thomas Aquinas” Bodman
Harry “Raphael the Archangel” Brown
Natalie “Bernadette” Chansolme
Claire “Catherine Laboure” Chesher
Emily “Martha” Cole
Jacob “Michael the Archangel” Coniglione
Jordon “Francis of Assisi” Coniglione
Zac “Ambrose” Conner
Ann “Jane Frances” Cooper
Ellen “Frances of Rome” DeGiusti
Shane “Gabriel the Archangel” Dolan
Conor “Cosmas” Donnelly

Mary Kate “Thérèse of Liseux” Downs
Jacob “Sebastian” Edwards
Luke “Francis of Assisi” Eischeid
Anna Marie “Mary, Mother of God” Farris
Ashley “Elizabeth of Hungary” Gawey
Austin “Paul” Hill
Laura “Cecilia” Hoehner
Emma “Bernadette” Hughes
Kristen “Brigid of Kldare” Jantz
Mackenzie “Rafka” Kelley
London “Maria Goretti” Klechka
Nick “Louis de Montfort” Loeffelholz
Zac “Caedmon” Marino
Sophia “Gabriel the Archangel” McCasland
Carly “Christina the Astonishing” Melton
Jacob “John the Baptist” Meysing
Nick “Charles” Mirabile

Carter “Michael the Archangel” Moody
Brennan “Andrew the Apostle” Mullins
Emiliee “Francis of Assisi” Perkins
William “Benedict” Puigguri
Bryan “Sebastian” Quigley
Brice “Maria Goretti” Rathke
Lucas “Lawrence” Schrantz
Megan “Clare” Schwabe
Daniel “Cecilia” Shirley
Luke “Sebastian” Stewart
Will “Michael the Archangel” Thompson
Tara “Francis of Assisi” Thompson
Sarah “Maria Goretti” Tooley
Celeste “Bernadette” Walker
Caroline “Maria Goretti” Whitmarsh
Pierce “Cecilia” Wilkins
Patrick “Isidore of Seville” Williams

Congratulations to the 
2016 CK Confirmation Class
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Merrimack, N.H. (CNA/EWTN News) - 
French spiritual writer Father Jacques 
Philippe says there is only one thing 
that can end violence. 
 “We must pray for the conversion 
of the jihadists. There certainly is 
among them some future Saint 
Paul,” Fr. Philippe said. He said that 
Islamic terrorism is “a great menace,” 
but he warned against “hysteria” or 
“aggressive reactions” or hatred toward 
terrorists in response.
 “The fragility of our societies is a 
call to find our security, our hope, and 
our peace in God,” he continued. “We 
must be called to a personal conversion 
to live and preach the life of the 
Gospels, which alone have the power 
to completely uproot violence from 
man’s heart. We must not forget that 
violence does not only exist in others 
but also resides in us, less visible, but 
still present.”
 Fr. Philippe is the first priest of 
the Community of the Beatitudes, an 

ecclesial family of consecrated life that 
draws from Carmelite spirituality. His 
comments came in an early December 
interview with William Fahey, president 
of Saint Thomas More College in New 
Hampshire. In his interview, the priest 
also spoke of spirituality and Christian 
renewal.
 He said the heart of Christian 
spiritual life is to welcome “the 
unbounded love of our Father 
manifested through Christ, and to 
respond to this love.”
 “For our part, it firstly means to 
have an open attitude, built on humility 
and trust: to realize our smallness and 
place all of our trust in the goodness 
and mercy of God; to nurture, day 
after day, a relation with God built on 
simplicity, persevering love, and of 
constant search for his will.”
 He said Christian life is not merely 
adhesion to doctrine, conformity to 
external ideal, or belonging to a nice 
community. “On the contrary, the Holy 

Spirit works in Christians who, through 
the living experience of God’s love and 
mercy, respond to a call for a personal 
encounter with Christ through prayer 
which will allow a journey of simplicity, 
trust, and freedom,” Fr. Philippe 
said. Catholic renewal in a Catholic 
community is not a human work, but “a 
gift from God.”
 “Such a community is not 
programed but rather is born of God’s 
eruption into the life of one or a few 
people who have received a charism 
for founding,” the priest said. “Any 
Christian community must be founded 
on fidelity to such a gift and to God’s 
call, as well as on faith and prayer.”
 “Belonging to a Christian community 
must bring us closer to God so as to be 
closer to men and their sufferings,” he 
continued. Such a Christian community 
must be “a place where each and every 
one is welcomed and loved as he is, 
with his strengths and weaknesses.”

continued on next page

Priest: Pray for jihadists’ conversion–
one of them could be a future St. Paul
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continued from previous page

 A community must allow its 
members to live “not according to the 
spirit of this world but according to 
the Beatitudes.” The community must 
not be oriented toward itself. Rather, 
it must be “at the service of this world 
that God wants to meet and save.”
 Fr. Philippe reflected on the 
Community of the Beatitudes, in which 
he has long been a leader. He said 
its calling is “to turn the hearts of men 
toward the coming Kingdom of God, 
in a trusting and joyful hope, and to 
manifest that this Kingdom is already 
present among us.”
 “Through the fervor of prayer, the 
beauty of the liturgy, the announcement 
of the Gospel, the service to the poor, 
its members express man’s nearness 
to God, and they communicate the 
consolation of the Holy Spirit,” he 
explained.
 The priest suggested that the 
main grace of the Community of the 
Beatitudes is to transmit a desire for 
prayer and an intimacy for God. “Man 
is called to things far greater than the 
universe. Man needs to experience 
things that will open some horizons 
far greater than material reality. When 
life is meaningless, man seeks to fill 
this emptiness with strong sensations, 
found either in drugs, sexuality, extreme 
sports, sometimes even violence....”
 Asked how to respond to Catholics 
who feel betrayed or confused by the 
clergy, Fr. Philippe encouraged them 
to look to the saints. “The Church is 
still able to produce saints. It is a sign 
of fidelity to God, a sign that grace 
is beyond and above sin,” he said. 
“Sainthood should amaze us more than 
sin scandalizes us, for the former is far 
greater.”
 “The Church is not made of some 
perfect elite, but rather of sinners 
journeying toward conversion. It is a 
place where we can meet both man’s 
wretchedness and God’s unbounded 
mercy.” 

Philadelphia, Pa., Jun 1, 2016 / 05:20 
pm (CNA/EWTN News) - Archbishop 
Charles Chaput of Philadelphia 
described as “misleading” an article 
claiming that his leadership of a working 
group on the Pope’s most recent 
document “sends a signal” regarding 
U.S. policy on Communion.
 “Our ‘committee’ is very ad hoc 
and may exist for only three or four 
months,” Archbishop Chaput told CNA 
June 1. “Our goal is to gather what the 
bishops of the USA are doing and share 
that information with the other bishops, 
and then also send a report to Cardinal 
(Lorenzo) Baldisseri who has asked for 
reports from the various conferences.”
 In a June 1 article, the Catholic 
Herald reported that Archbishop 
Chaput had been named chairman of a 
five-bishop committee that was working 
on behalf of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops for a positive 
reception and implementation of Pope 
Francis’ recent apostolic exhortation, 
Amoris Laetitia. “The news sends a 
signal on the question of admitting 
divorced and remarried people to 
Communion,” the Catholic Herald said, 
citing instances in which Archbishop 
Chaput has affirmed Church teaching 
on the subject. However, Archbishop 
Chaput said that the Catholic Herald’s 
characterization was not entirely 
accurate. “There is no policy dimension 
to what we are doing,” he said. “The 
bishops in the group are currently the 
chairmen of various committees and I 
am the chair-elect of the committee on 
Laity, Marriage, Family and Youth.”
 Amoris Laetitia, released April 8, 
is the conclusion of a two-year synod 
process discussing both the beauty and 
challenges of family life today. While 
much of the Western secular media 
focused its coverage on homosexuality 
and the question of communion for the 
divorced-and-remarried, actual topics 
discussed in the meetings were much 
broader, with synod fathers touching 
on themes such as domestic violence, 
incest and abuse within families, and 
marriage preparation. Both of the 
synods sparked controversy amid 

speculation over whether there would 
be a change in the Church’s practice 
that the divorced-and-remarried may 
not receive Communion. 
 In accordance with the words of 
Jesus that “anyone who divorces his 
wife and marries another commits 
adultery,” the Church says that 
those living in adultery–or any other 
unrepentant grave sin–may not receive 
Communion. Pope Francis did not 
make any changes to Church teaching 
in the document, but one of its chapters 
dealing with those in irregular marriage 
situations has been the subject of much 
post-synod debate.
 Vague language in the chapter has 
allowed a variety of interpretations. 
Cardinal Gerhard Muller, prefect of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, maintains that it does not change 
the Church’s discipline on admission 
of the divorced-and-remarried to 
Communion. Cardinal Walter Kasper, 
on the other hand, has said it “opened 
a door” to admitting the divorced-and-
remarried to Communion, and that 
the document marks the “turning of 
a page” in the Church’s history “after 
1,700 years.” However, the matter 
was dealt with explicitly by St. John 
Paul II, who wrote that “the Church 
reaffirms her practice, which is based 
upon Sacred Scripture, of not admitting 
to Eucharistic Communion divorced 
persons who have remarried. They 
are unable to be admitted thereto from 
the fact that their state and condition 
of life objectively contradict that union 
of love between Christ and the Church 
which is signified and effected by the 
Eucharist.” 

Lord, you taught us that the two 
greatest commandments are to 
love God and to love one another.
Help me, Lord, to face radical 
violence and hatred with the radical 
Love of Christ in the Eucharistic 
and Sacred Heart of Jesus. Amen.

Archbishop Chaput clarifies 
‘Amoris Laetitia’ committee
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A Legacy of Learning and Love

Nine cousins are privileged to attend 
Christ the King School this year 
because of the legacy of their great-
grandmother, Mrs. Bue Cooper. Mrs. 
Cooper taught 4th grade for fourteen 
years from 1956-1971, instructing, 
guiding and influencing more than 450 
students at Christ the King School.
 Mrs. Cooper began her career 
in a one-room country schoolhouse 
and also taught at Britton Elementary. 
She was a dedicated educator and 
extremely proud of her profession, 
knowing the importance of her role in 
the lives and the futures of her students. 
Even now, her former students tell 
family members of her enthusiasm, 
the fun classroom atmosphere she 
created, and the positive impact she 
had on their lives both personally and 
academically.
 Bue and her husband Dan were 
founding members of Christ the King 
Church and School in 1949. They 

continued to be very active members of 
the parish for many years.  At least one 
Cooper child has been in attendance at 
CK School for 61 of the 67 years that 
the school has been in existence, and 
this year Mrs. Cooper’s legacy lives on 
in nine CK students. 
 When Mrs. Cooper’s nine great-
grandchildren were gathered for the 
picture above, it was remarkable that 
not one of them complained about 
being pulled off of the playground 
or out of their classroom Valentine’s 
parties. They were all so happy to 
see one another, and one of them 
commented with delight that he didn’t 
realize he had so many cousins in the 
school. The grace and graciousness of 
their great-grandmother is evident in 
her great-grandchildren. She would be 
very proud of each of them.
 Five of Mrs. Cooper’s 
grandchildren, some of whom are 
parents of “the nine,” also graduated 

from CK School. They have chosen to 
provide their children the opportunity 
to receive an excellent education and 
to grow and mature spiritually in the 
Catholic Faith. Parents of the nine 
cousins are Rob and Sarah Wienecke, 
Jonathan and Kasey Simms, Matt and 
Gemma Cooper, Tim and Erin Cooper, 
and Brian and Rebeka Simms.
 Other CK School graduates of Mrs. 
Cooper’s legacy include two of her 
children, David Cooper (CK Class of ‘58) 
and Diane Cooper Timmerman (‘66); 
seven of her grandchildren, Debbie 
Cooper Jones (‘73), Steve Cooper (‘74), 
Susan Cooper (‘76), Catherine Cooper 
Vaughn (‘77), Rebecca Cooper (‘78), 
Michael Cooper (‘82), and Erin Cooper 
Jerger (‘92); six great-grandchildren, 
Adam (‘04), Elaine (‘06), Claire (‘12) 
and Ann (‘14) Cooper, and Ryan (‘09) 
and Corey (‘11) Jones. They will be 
joined by the nine currently attending, 

continued on next page
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CK School graduates. Five are grandchildren of Bue Cooper and 
parents of “the nine.” Standing (left to right): Matt Cooper (‘88), 
Brian Simms (‘95). Seated (left to right): Jonathan Simms (‘92), 
Tim Cooper (‘92), Sarah Cooper Wienecke (‘87), Rebeka Bickham 
Simms (‘98), married to Brian Simms.

pictured above (back row left to right) 
Cooper Simms (6th), Dylan Simms (2nd), 
Luke Wienecke (7th), Jeffrey Wienecke 
(4th), (front row left to right) Will Cooper 
(Pre-K 3), Kate Simms (Pre-K 3), Elise 
Cooper (Kindergarten), Keira Cooper 
(Pre-K 5) and Adele Cooper (Pre-K 3).
 Mrs. Cooper was honored in 1974 
as the Catholic Woman of the Year and 
dedicated more than 2000 hours of her 
time volunteering for the Centenarian 
Club of Oklahoma. She established the 
Volunteer Auxilliary for St. Ann’s and 
Wilshire Nursing Homes. Her legacy of 
service also lives on in her children and 
grandchildren, who are dedicated to 
participating in the life of the community 
and parish. We are confident that Bue’s 
great-grandchildren will continue to be 
life long learners, placing their God 
given gifts in service to their parish and 
community.
 Mrs. Cooper died in January of 
2010 at the age of 98. We believe 
that she is so happy and  grateful that 
her family continues to choose Christ 
the King School, the place where she 
dedicated countless hours of her time 
and talent and which she loved so 
dearly. 

Mrs. Bue Cooper, charter member of Christ the King 
parish and 4th Gr. teacher at CK School 1956-1971

continued from previous page

Rebeka Bickham Simms (3rd) Diane Cooper Timmerman (K) David Cooper (3rd)

Tim Cooper (6th) Jonathan Simms (3rd)

Brian Simms (K) Matt Cooper (K) Sarah Cooper Wienecke (1st)
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The Path to a Journey 
 I did not plan to visit France last 
September. My intention was to go 
to Australia and New Zealand, but a 
woman I met a couple of years ago on 
a weekend retreat reappeared in my 
life and happened to be looking for a 
travelling companion. Julie told me that 
if I could wait to go to Australia and 
New Zealand until the fall of 2016, she 
would go with me. In the meantime, 
she invited me to join her on a trip to 
France. 
 I had been to France two other 
times and didn’t want to “waste” my 
sky miles on another visit, so I told her 
I probably would not go. Enter 
Spirit...
   I told my son about Julie’s 
proposal, and he encouraged 
me to take her up on it, 
reminding me that, because of 
health issues, I really should 
not put things off. Then he 
offered me his own sky miles 
for the trip.
 I immediately began to 
think about the obstacles - the 
money it would cost, the fact 
that Julie and I didn’t really 
know each other and might 
not be compatible, my cat 
who needs me, my plants, 
my children, my friends, my 
house.... I concluded that it 
was not feasible.
 Despite my reluctance, I 
began to talk with Julie, with friends, and 
even with my new therapist about the 
possibility. Everyone, thought it was a 
wonderful opportunity. So, I considered 
more seriously the possibility of joining 
Julie in Paris and traveling up north 
with her to Honfleur, which was only an 
hour’s drive from Lisieux. That visiting 
Lisieux was a possibility coupled with 
the fact that Julie’s trip was planned 
around her dream as an artist to “follow 
in the footsteps of the great Masters” 
made the trip look more and more 
inviting.

 I love art and am training to be a 
docent at the Oklahoma City Museum 
of Art. I dabble in various artistic 
mediums and have even written and 
illustrated a children’s book. I could 
bring along watercolors and journals 
and gain inspiration for future creative 
endeavors. 

St. Thérèse Beckons
 While teaching at Rosary Catholic 
School in the mid-eighties I was 
introduced to St. Thérèse, the Little 
Flower, by a fellow teacher, Sr. Michael. 
I had confided in Sr. Michael that I 
needed Divine intervention regarding 

an especially challenging class. She 
told me that St. Thérèse was a patron 
saint of miracles and gave me her 
prayer card. A miracle did happen with 
that class (and with me), and I have 
honored and called on St. Thérèse 
ever since. It was in Lisieux that St. 
Thérèse entered the Carmelite Order 
and later passed away at an early age 
after a difficult illness. 
 That settled it! I would return to 
France and visit Lisieux in gratitude to 
the Little Flower. And since I was going 
to be in the area, I would schedule a 

trip to Rouen, where Joan of Arc was 
burned at the stake for heresy and 
later proclaimed a saint. A visit to Mont-
Saint-Michel and St. Malo, and a final 
stop in Chartres were also added to 
the itinerary, and my reluctant “creative 
journey” became a pilgrimage.

Sisterhood of the Traveling Prayers
 I have some very dear friends 
and family members who are moving 
through the challenges of serious life-
threatening illnesses. When I finally 
made the decision to make the trip, 
I decided that I would spend time in 
prayer for these friends and family 

members at the sacred places 
I would be visiting. I asked 
them for their own thoughts 
and prayers that I could offer 
on their behalf during the 
pilgrimage, and the “Sisterhood 
of Traveling Prayers” (STP) 
emerged. 
  Sensing that others might 
want to join in the STP, I posted 
the idea on Facebook and was 
approached by many others 
who shared with me their 
beautiful letters and prayers to 
be read at each place. Though 
the highlight of my trip was 
anticipated to be in Lisieux, 
I was to find that connecting 
with the lovely St. Thérèse was 
a continuous blessing in each 
place I visited, in part because 

you cannot go into any Catholic church 
in France without being welcomed by 
a beautiful statue and prayer altar of 
The Little Flower. Before setting out for 
Paris I bought a copy of St. Thérèse’s 
autobiography, The Story of a Soul, 
which she wrote during the illness that 
eventually took her to Heaven at age 24. 
This book and the “traveling prayers” 
became my constant companions on 
pilgrimage, as I took time each day to 
read and reflect.

Sisterhood of the Traveling Prayers
A Pilgrimage to France Led by St. Thérèse
by Glenna Vogle

Continued on next page

Chapel of the Carmel of Lisieux, named the “Chapelle de 
la Chasse” (the chapel of the tomb).  This chapel contains 
a shrine containing a statue of St. Thérèse asleep in death.  
The statue is called the Holy Body.  Inside this statue are 
sealed some of the bones of the saint.  The remaining 
bones are underneath the statue, inside the tomb.
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Pilgrimage Day 1:
I began my pilgrimage on Sept. 21, 
the fall equinox. It was a beautiful day, 
with a clear sky and temperatures in 
the mid 60’s. My first stop was just a 
few blocks away at St. Paul-St. Louis 
Parish. This church has its origins 
as far back as 632. I lit a candle and 
offered prayers at the altar of Regina 
Sine Labe Concepta. As I walked 
around to the other side of the church, 
there she was–a beautiful statue and 
altar of St. Thérèse. I had not expected 
to see her there. I lit another candle 
and offered prayers again, feeling so 
closely connected with her and with the 
people whose prayers I was reading.  
This was a turning point, a sign. 
Obviously, St. Thérèse was leading me 
on this journey! Before I started this 
trip, I bought the autobiography of St. 
Thérèse, The Story of a Soul, which 
she wrote during her during the illness 
that ultimately took her to Heaven 
at the young age of 24.  The book 
became my constant companion, and 
I took time each day to read and reflect 
on her words. 
 My next stop was to Notre Dame, 
which was established in 1163 and 
took nearly 200 years to complete. 
It witnessed executions in medieval 
times, served as a food warehouse 
during the Revolution, was the place 

of coronation of Emperor Napoleon 
in 1804, and was where the service 
marking the liberation of Paris in 1944 
was held. I lit a candle at the main altar 
and with gratitude and humility shared 
the traveling prayers. I was interested 
to see if St. Thérèse would be in this 
famous cathedral, so I walked around 
and did find a small prayer altar and 
statue of The Little Flower.  
 I felt at home as I lit another candle, 
read the prayers, and spent some time 
reading her book. I was unaware at that 
time that she was personally teaching 
me “The Little Way,” which is living 
each moment of each day experiencing  
and expressing the love of God. 
 Just a few blocks east of Notre 
Dame is the Baroque church of St. 
Louis-en-Ille, designed by Louis Le Vau 
in the 1600s. I was anxious to find St. 
Thérèse, and find her I did. It was as if 
she was calling out to me, welcoming 
me, loving me. Once again I was 
humbled by the opportunity to light a 
candle, read the prayers, and sit as I 
absorbed the outpouring of love by this 
“Little Soul.”
 My last stop for the day was at the 
beautiful Basilica of the Sacred Heart 
of Paris, also known at the Sacre-
Coeur, which is located at the summit 
of the butte Montmarte, the highest 
point in Paris. It was such an inspiring 
sight, both inside and outside.  When I 
arrived, there was a special evangelical 

celebration, and the church was 
packed. I was able to find a seat where 
sat sharing the prayers I carried to the 
background of music and singing.  I 
was not able to walk around the inside 
of the church, but I was sure there 
had to be an altar for St. Thérèse, as I 
learned that she is second only to Joan 
of Arc in being honored in France.

Pilgrimage Day 2:
 My next pilgrimage stop was to the 
2,000 year old city of Rouen, which 
was a regional capital during Roman 
times and France’s second-largest 
city in medieval times, Paris being the 
largest.
 Before moving to England, William 
the Conqueror called Rouen home. 
It was an English base during the 
Hundred Years’ War, and of course, 
Joan of Arc was burned at the stake 
there for heresy and witchcraft in 1431. 
 Being a female soldier during that 
time, especially one who had a special 
relationship with guardian and guiding 
angels, was very dangerous. I decided 
to get right to the heart of the city and 
the history by visiting the Place du 
Vieux Marche. This old market square 
has a park commemorating Joan of 
Arc’s burning.  After paying my respects 
to St. Jeanne’s crematory, I went inside 
the church and lit a candle for all whose 
prayers I would share. 
   After leaving St. Joan’s Church, I 
walked down the old cobblestone road 
past the Big Clock (Gros Horlige) to 
the Notre Dame Cathedral, which is a 
landmark of art history. (Monet painted 
thirty different studies of this Gothic 
structure.) 
 There are several stone tombs, 
one of which contains the heart of 
Richard the Lionhearted–yes, his heart. 
Evidently, the rest of his body lies in the 
Abbey of Fontevraud, where you can 
most likely hear echoes of his singing “I 
Left My Heart in Rouen’s Notre Dame.”
   I found a small, private altar 
dedicated to St. Thérèse and was 
grateful to see my mentor and guide. 
Once again I lit a candle and shared 
the traveling prayers, and it was an 
honor to do so.

Pilgrimage Day 3:
My third pilgrimage day took me to the 
churches of St. Germain-des-Pres and 

Mont Saint-Michel

continued on next page

continued from previous page
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St. Sulpice, followed by quiet reflection 
in the beautiful Luxembourg Garden. 
But first, I made another stop at my 
neighborhood church of St. Paul-St. 
Louis to pay my respects and offer the 
traveling prayers at the beautiful altar 
of St. Thérèse. The joy and peace I 
received in this daily visit are hard to 
express. Each day I felt myself growing 
closer to God’s everlasting love and 
continual presence. What a gift!
 St. Germaine-des-Paris was first 
built in 558 A.D., although the current 
building was constructed in 1163 and 
is all that remains of a once large and 
influential monastery. Inside I found it 
to be a very colorful place, which is a 
reminder that medieval churches were 
originally painted in bright colors. I 
found an altar area for St. Thérèse 
(or should I say that she found me?) 
and since there were no benches or 
chairs, I sat on the floor and shared the 
traveling prayers. 
 St. Sulpice Church, which was 
featured in The Da Vinci Code, looked 
much like St. Paul’s Cathedral in London 
on the outside with its Neoclassical 
facade and round towers. There was 
an obelisk much like the Washington 
Monument that was used as part of 
a sundial. There was also a display 
on the Shroud of Turin and, again,an 
altar for St. Thérèse, where I offered 
the traveling prayers. St. Thérèse and 
I were developing quite a relationship.
 Finally, I walked on to the 
Luxembourg Garden, which is the most 
beautiful outdoor area I had visited to 
that point. The 60-acre garden had 
fountains, a lake, a puppet theatre, a 
cafe, numerous statues, pony rides, 
beehives that have been around 
since 1872, and flower beds galore. 
There was also an apple and pear 
conservatory with more than 600 
varieties of fruit trees.
 The garden is the property of the 
French Senate, which meets in the 
Luxembourg Palace. France’s secret 
service is headquartered beneath the 
gardens (but this is a secret, so please 
don’t tell anyone). There is simply no 
better place to rest, meditate, paint, 
write, or play. I spent time here reading 
my favorite travel companion, The Story 
of a Soul, and felt awe and gratitude for 
this pilgrimage.

Pilgrimage Day 4:
Honfleur! What can I say?  Enchanting? 
Magical? Mystical? All of these and 
more. Honfleur means “the shelter 
of a Norse settler,” and it has been 
sheltering residents for over a thousand 
years. 
 During the Hundred Years War, the 
entire harbor was fortified by a big wall 
with twin gate houses (one remains). A 
narrow channel allowing boats to pass 
was protected by a heavy chain. It is 
especially known for its picturesque 
port and its slate-fronted houses that 
have been depicted many times by 
artists, including Gustave Courbet, 
Eugène Boudin, Claude Monet and 
Johan Jongkind, who comprised the 
école de Honfleur (Honfleur school), 
which contributed to the emergence 
of the Impressionist movement. This is 
why my traveling companion wanted to 
visit the town. While I appreciate and 
am interested in Impressionism, this 
trip evolved into something much more 
meaningful to me, that is the Sisterhood 
of the Traveling Prayers.  
 The Sainte-Catherine Church, 
which has a bell tower separate from 
the principal building, is the largest 
church made out of wood in France. 
Imagine how delighted I was when I 
saw that it had a large and beautiful 
altar dedicated to St. Thérèse and a 
place at where I could write down the 
traveling prayers. 

Pilgrimage Day 5:
Though I did not know it when I 
arranged the trip to Lisieux, I arrived on 
the feast day of St. Thérèse. Coming 
to Lisieux was definitely the climax of 
my trip to France. I was overwhelmed 
by feelings. Carrying the prayers of 
so many back home was emotional 
anyway, but bringing them to where St. 
Thérèse lived and passed is both an 
honor and a blessing.  
 As I have shared, St. Thérèse 
has been very important to me. I have 
personally prayed to her for others 
and have seen several miraculous 
outcomes. This was new for me, 
because I was not raised Catholic, and 
praying to saints was not something I 
grew up with.
   The first place I visited when I 
arrived yesterday was Carmel, the 
home of the Carmelite Order and 
final resting place of St. Thérèse. The 
Carmelite Monastery was founded 
in Lisieux in 1838. It is where Marie-
Francoise Thérèse entered at the age 
of 15 or 16 to dedicate her life to praying 
for others. She died at the young age of 
24 from complications of tuberculosis, 
and her remains are held in a reliquary 
beneath the recumbent figure which 
portrays her deathbed. 
 I got there just in time for Mass, 
which was presided over by a Cardinal 
or perhaps a Bishop. It is a special 

Church of St. Catherine, Honfleur

Continued on page 18
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WHAT IS EDGE?
EDGE is the new junior high youth program at Christ the King. It combines the long standing fun and 
fellowship of the CK Youth Group with dynamic lessons and activities designed to lead students into a 
deeper relationship with Christ.

WHEN IS EDGE?
EDGE meetings take place on the first and second Sundays of each month at 6:30pm in the CK 
Youth Room. All junior high students of the parish are invited, no matter what school you attend!

WHO LEADS EDGE?
EDGE leadership is a core team of adults who are passionate about sharing their love of Christ with 
young people under the ministerial direction of Antonio Guzman. College students and young adults 
will lead small group discussions, and high school students are invited to volunteer for service hours. 
Contact Youth Director Antonio Guzman at antonio@ckokc.org, if you’re interested.

HOW CAN I HELP?
Are you a college student or young adult age 18 or older with a heart for ministry? Would you like to 
share you rlove of Christ with the young people of our parish? The time commitment is minimal – just 
two evenings a month – but the dividends are eternal. To find out more about volunteering, contact 
Antonio Guzman at antonio@ckokc.org.

2014 7th Grade Trip to the Wichita Mountains
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week in Lisieux, so there were a lot 
of clergy in town. Although I could not 
understand the homily, I was able to 
follow the rest of Mass.   
 From there, I walked to Sainte 
Pierre Cathedral. Started at the end of 
the 12th century and completed one 
century later, it is one of the jewels 
of Norman Gothic art. To the side 
of it there are the beautiful Bishop’s 
Gardens.   My plan of action after seeing 
that the Basilica (the main attraction), 
which was at the top of the Lisieux 
equivalent of Mt. Everest! 
 The Basilica of St. Thérèse is 
simply awesome! Built in the 20th 

century, construction began in 1929,  

the building was blessed in 1937, and 
it was consecrated in 1954. Its mosaics 
and stained glass windows depict the 
message of St. Thérèse and of the 
Gospel. 
 The reliquary holds the bones of 
the right arm of St. Thérèse. That’s 
what they said. I wanted to ask why her 
right arm had been separated from the 
rest of her body in the tomb but was 
limited by my lack of French. My gut 
feeling was that this was probably a 
good thing. I spent several hours here 
What an honor and blessing.
 The city pilgrimage is laid out with a 
continuous blue painted line going from 
one site to another. You simply can’t 
get lost if you follow the line, which is 
good, because there do not seem to be 

many here who speak English, if you 
can believe that.
 My next stop was Les Buissonenets, 
the home where St. Thérèse lived 
for eleven years before entering the 
Carmelite Order. It felt surreal to be 
walking through her house, touching 
her furniture and moving through the 
garden area in which she played. It 
moved me to tears. There was a marble 
monument in the garden of Thérèse 
kneeling by her father as a young girl, 
pleading with him to allow her to enter 
the Order and move to the Carmelite 
Monastery. 
   I ended my Lisieux pilgrimage 
with another stop at Carmel, where I 
shared the prayers I carried one last 
time here. I will continue to take the 
prayers to my final stops: Mont-Saint-
Michel, St. Malo, and to the cathedral 
at Chartres.  

Pilgrimage Days 6 and 7:
The next day I traveled to Pontorson, 
where I was to stay for three nights. I 
arrived in the evening and ended up 
resting and reflecting on the wonderful 
visit to Lisieux. 
 The following morning, I walked 
to the train station to get the bus to 
Mont-Saint-Michel. I should mention, if 
I haven’t already, that a ten minute walk 
for the French is really like a twenty 
minute power walk for many of us. If 
you are told, “Oh, it is just a short walk, 
ten minutes or so,” then get your hiking 
boots on and prepare for a walk that 
probably includes 200-300 steps plus 
a mile or two. Despite the unexpected 
distance, I made it on time for the bus 
that takes you right up to Mont-Saint-
Michel. 
 Mont-Saint-Michel is an amazing 
sight to behold, which was classed as a 
World Heritage Site in 1979. Protected 
by UNESCO it also received a second 
classification in 1998, when it became a 
part of the Road to Santiago in France, 
a reminder of its spiritual significance.  
 According to the historical 
information provided, since the year 
708 when Saint Michael appeared 
three times in the dreams of Saint 
Aubert, Bishop of Avranches, the abbey 
became a sea-fortress and was at one 
time a prison. Yes, it has an interesting 
history. 
 The initial view was indeed 

Glenna Voegle at St. Joan of Arc’s Church, Rouen

continued on next page
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magnificent, but I have to say that I was 
somewhat disappointed when I entered 
the Mont. Like almost everything else 
these days, commercialization has 
overtaken this historical site. 
 Packed with tourists, there were 
over-priced souvenir shops and 
restaurants that were at least twice as 
expensive as other places. I booked a 
place to stay in Pontorson, because I 
simply could not afford a $300 room for 
one night. 
 After you get past the shops and 
restaurants and hotels, you reach the 
entry for the Abbey, which costs about 
$10 without the audio tour.  For the next 
two hours, I climbed the Mt. Everest of 
France one step at a time to reach the 
top. This wasn’t just climbing up–you 
climb up and up, then down, then up 
then down. I decided to do this much 
like a walking meditation. 
 The church was lovely, and I 
offered the prayers I was carrying in 
the auspicious ambiance of medieval 
times. There was not a statue or altar 
for St. Thérèse or St. Jeanne de Arc, or 
of any female. 
 The following day I began the 
journey to St. Malo (or Sainte-Malo). 
I was recently intrigued by St. Malo 
because of a book I began reading 
entitled All the Light We Cannot See, 
which was the setting for a large part of 
the story.
 Although now a true Breton beach 
resort, its origin was as an ancient 
monastic settlement about 1,500 
years ago and has been known as 
a sailor’s town, as well as a fortified 
island, guarding access to the English 
Channel and the Rance River Valley. 
It also carries a history of infamous 
French mercenaries. 
 The old town is known as Intra 
Muros, and as I reached the main gate  
of Port. St. Vincent, I noticed it was not, 
at first glance as magnificent a sight 
as Mont-Saint-Michel, although I was 
soon to find out how truly fascinating it 
is.  
 I was anxious to climb the stairs 
inside the gate to reach the top of 
the ramparts, which cloaked the city 
in a mile-long fortified wall. From this 
truly medieval-looking city I could see 
the off-shore islands which were built 
during the wars of Louis XIV to defend 

the country against England. I was also 
able to enter the beach areas along 
several points of access, which were 
just lovely. 
 Although the town was tourist-
oriented, it was warm and charming 
and welcoming. The highlight was 
visiting St. Vincent Cathedral, where I 
was again honored to offer the traveling 
prayers at an altar for St. Thérèse. I just 
loved this place and would like to go 
back and spend more time there.

Pilgrimage Day 8:  
My last stop in France, before returning 
to Paris and then home, was to the 
enchanting medieval city of Chartres.  
When I was planning my pilgrimage trip, 
I Googled “Spiritual Places in France,” 
and this lovely town was featured as 
one of the top.
 The cathedral is on the UNESCO 
World Heritage List, and that was 
enough for me to book two nights.   I 
stayed at the home of my final Airbnb 
host, Vincent, who is a concert 
musician. His lovely apartment was 
a 10-minute walk from the cathedral. 
It would have been five minutes, but 
France seems to love to build cities on 
tops of hills, which have thousands of 
steps called “The Tertres.” (I may be 
slightly exaggerating on the number.) 
 It is such a delightful, quaint town 
that takes you back to the fourth 
century. The highlight, however, is the 
magnificent Chartres Cathedral.

   “In addition to its architectural 
splendor, Chartres Cathedral has been 
a major pilgrimage destination since the 
early Middle Ages. Its venerable history, 
exquisitely preserved architecture, 
and centuries of fervent devotion 
make for an atmosphere of awe and 
holiness that impresses even the most 
nonreligious of visitors. According 
to tradition, Chartres Cathedral has 
housed the tunic of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Sancta Camisia, since 876. 
The relic was said to have been given 
to the cathedral by Charlemagne, 
who received it as a gift during a trip 
to Jerusalem. Because of this relic, 
Chartres has been a very important 
Marian pilgrimage center and the 
faithful still come from the world over to 
honor it.” (Sacred Destinations .com)  
 You can read more about Chartres 
and the cathedral online, but from my 
experience, it is the most impressive 
cathedral I visited in France. Once 
again, I was honored to share the 
traveling prayers in the last church I 
was to visit at the altar of my beloved 
St. Thérèse.   
 The high point of my visit was the 
light show on the cathedral during my 
last night. I almost missed this because 
I was just exhausted, but my host 
convince me that I would really regret 
it if I did not watch the captivating 
spectacle, and he was right. I tried to 

Continued on next page

Inside St. Therese’s Childhood Bedroom in Lisieux
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If you have a journey of faith to 
share with your parish community, 
please contact Kelly Fanning at 
kelly@ckokc.org.

St. Therésè’s Morning Prayer
O my God! I offer Thee all my actions of this day for the intentions 
and for the glory of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. I desire to sanctify 
every beat of my heart, my every thought, my simplest works, by 
uniting them to Its infinite merits; and I wish to make reparation for 
my sins by casting them into the furnace of Its Merciful Love.

O my God! I ask of Thee for myself and for those whom I hold 
dear, the grace to fulfill perfectly Thy Holy Will, to accept for love of 
Thee the joys and sorrows of this passing life, so that we may one 
day be united together in heaven for all Eternity.

Amen

take photos, but my camera was just 
as exhausted as I and refused to take 
more than one. However, I found a 
video on YouTube which is exactly 
what I watched in person. 
 My intention is to continue the 
journey of the Sisterhood of Traveling 
Prayers for as long as I am guided, 
and I would be honored to carry your 
prayers with me.
 What began as an “unplanned” 
16-day fall trip to Paris and Honfleur 
unfolded as a truly inspirational 26-day 
pilgrimage of spiritual self-awareness 
and opportunity to grow in love and in 
service to others.  
 I believe that St. Thérèse whispered 
the invitation and then gently led me 
throughout this memorable journey. I 
heard of many answers to the prayers 
I was honored to share. I encourage 
everyone to listen to the sometimes 
subtle inner wisdom of God within and 
take a chance to follow your yearnings.  
There is always a way. 

continued from previous page

NALM is dedicated to providing vision, voice, leadership, and advocacy for lay 
ministers and for the development of lay ministry in the Catholic Church.  We 
do this through fostering and supporting the spiritual and theological formation, 
training, and ongoing development of career and volunteer lay ministers.
 NALM traces its roots to 1976 when a group of lay people, vowed religious, 
and clergy began meeting annually to share their expertise and to support each 
other in the common goal of establishing and improving programs of lay ministry 
formation throughout the United States. Today, the original vision has expanded 
to include lay ministers serving parishes, diocesan offices, higher education, 
healthcare, and prisons throughout the U.S. and world.
 NALM is involved in a continually growing array of initiatives associated 
with promoting and supporting professional lay ministry in the United States, 
particularly in the areas of certification of professional lay ecclesial ministers and 
advocacy for their needs.
 We have a growing inventory of resources for lay ecclesial ministers as well 
as materials which document the changes in the U.S. Catholic Church which 
have fostered the growth of lay ministry. We also have inspiration ministry story 
videos and more.
When you become a member of NALM, you take an active role in the 
development of lay ministry in the Catholic Church. Membership is available 
to anyone who believes in NALM’s visionary mission and diverse lay ministry 
endeavors.
NALM members serve in parishes, dioceses, hospitals, schools, higher 
education, and other settings. Still others actively support and advocate (as a 
layperson, religious, or clergy) for the thousands of lay ministers in throughout 
the United States. Membership benefits include:
• Professional development seminars
• Discounts on books and workshops, Annual Conference and Holy Land 

Pilgrimage
• Access to Members Only resources
• Networking access to other lay ministry professionals and NALM members
• NALM’s regular newsletter
• Timely e-mail updates
• Voting privileges
• Employer / recruiter access to NALM’s online job bank to post job 

opportunities
Learn more by visiting nalm.org, or contact Sr. Diane Koorie in the Pastoral 
Ministry Education Office at (405) 721-4208 or dkoorie@archokc.org.

Lay Ministry and NALM.org
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What is Totus Tuus?
Totus Tuus is a Catholic youth program dedicated to sharing the Gospel and 
promoting the Catholic faith through catechesis, evangelization, Christian witness, 
and Eucharistic worship. The goal of Totus Tuus is to help young people grow in 
their understanding of, and strengthen their faith in, Jesus Christ. It is only by 
establishing a real and personal relationship with Jesus that we can be led to 
the love of the Father in the Spirit and so be made sharers in the life of the Holy 
Trinity.
 Totus Tuus is taught by a team of college-age students, to men and two 
women, who have been prepared to engage and help the students learn about 
their Catholic faith. Our Youth Director, Antonio Guzman, and several volunteers 
assist. Totus Tuus takes place in the CK School building, and parents are asked 
to walk their children into the building each day. The 1st-6th Grade program takes 
place from 9am-3pm, and the Junior and Senior High will meet in the evening 
from 730-9:45pm.
 Totus Tuus uses the four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church as 
the foundation of its curriculum. The importance of the Eucharist and participation 
in the sacraments is highlighted. Students are also taught about Jesus’s life, the 
importance of prayer and the Rosary.
 Younger students learn songs, perform skits and play games, but one of the 
fun highlights is the Friday water balloon toss and human sundae. Students are 
asked to bring sundae toppings to pour on top of one of the Totus Tuus team 
members! (These shenanigans are considered a reward for good behavior during 
the week!)
 The 1st-6th Grade program will begin with introductions at 9am each morning, 
June 27-July 1. There will be a snack break each morning, and students should 
bring a sack lunch each day. Dismissal takes place at 3pm.
 The Junior and Senior High program will begin each evening June 27-30  with 
introductions at 7:30pm. There will be a break around 8:30pm, and dismissal will 
take place at 9:45pm after Compline (Night Prayer).
 We hope that all parents will encourage their students to participate in this 
opportunity to enrich their faith and their summer fun. It is especially important 
that our students who have been confirmed continue to look for ways to deepen 
their faith and to grow in their understanding that true happiness and fulfillment 
come from the Lord.

What does Totus Tuus mean?
Totus Tuus was Saint Pope John Paul II’s apostolic motto. It is a Latin phrase 
meaning “totally thine” and expressed his personal Consecration to Mary based 
on the spiritual approach of Saint Louis de Montfort and the Mariology in his 
works.

How do I register?
To register your child, visit http://ckokc.org/totus-tuus or scan the QR code 
below. You can find the Youth page under the Parish Life tab from the parish 
website Home page. The cost is $35/student. If you have questions or need more 
information, please contact Antonio Guzman at antonio@ckokc.org.

1st-6th Grade
JUNE 27-JULY 1, 2016
9:00 a.m. Introduction
9:15 a.m. Warm-up/Songs
9:30 a.m. Class Period #1
10:00 a.m. Snack Break
10:15 a.m. Music Prep for 
      Mass
10:30 a.m. Class Period #2
11:00 a.m. Mass Prep/
Opportunity for Confession
11:30 a.m. Mass
12:15 p.m. Lunch & Recess
   (bring sack lunch)
1:15 p.m. Cool Down and 
      Water Break
1:30 p.m. Class Period #3
2:00 p.m. Break
2:10 p.m. Class Period #4
2:40 p.m. Gather, Review, 
      Closing Prayer
3:00 p.m. Dismissal

Jr & Sr High
JUNE 27-30, 2016
7:30 p.m. Introduction
7:45 p.m. Session #1
8:30 p.m. Break
8:45 p.m. Session #2
9:30 p.m. Night Prayer 
      (Compline)
9:45 p.m. Dismissal

SESSION
SCHEDULES
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When my daughter Elizabeth 
Berend became engaged to Cody 
Woods last January one of my first 
thoughts was, “I’ve got this.” After 
several years of being the Wedding 
Coordinator at Christ the King (with 
Elizabeth as my assistant) we felt like 
we would be able to breeze through 
wedding planning with nary a hiccup.  
After all, Elizabeth and I had coordinated 
so many weddings that we knew what 
was important and all the little things 
that are usually never noticed. Looking 
back at my habit of telling brides, “it’s 
all about the Sacrament,” I have to 
laugh. How could I have known that I 
too would turn into “the Mother-of-the-
Bride” we all fear?

On January 2, 2016, Elizabeth and 
Cody were wed in a beautiful Catholic 
Nuptial Mass celebrated by Father 
Rick with an elegant yet fun reception 
following in the Parish Center Atrium. 
However, the road that ended at the 
church doors opening on my beautiful 
daughter in her gown was strewn with 
stumbling blocks we never could have 
foreseen.  

My father’s long illness and passing 

took priority over the wedding. Elizabeth, 
who cared so lovingly for her grandpa 
in his last months, found herself four 
months into her engagement without 
having tried on a gown. When wedding 
planning finally began in earnest and 
Elizabeth was able to go shopping for 
her dress, she found that her dream 
gown was nowhere to be found. Enter 
Moe from Bridal Maison. After our first 
meeting with Moe, he was able to 
sketch the dress Elizabeth had always 
dreamed of.

In the meantime, Elizabeth and 
Cody both chose their wedding parties.  
It was very important to Cody that his 
father, Dr. Patrick Woods, be his Best 
Man. Elizabeth was overcome with this 
sweet gesture, as Cody and his dad 
really are best friends. After choosing 
school and work friends as her 
attendants, Elizabeth’s most important 
choice was her cousin Marlee who was 
born with Downs Syndrome. They have 
always been as close as sisters.

It took months for the couple to 
choose the song for their first dance, 
but they finally decided on “Tale as Old 
as Time,” moving into “This Will Be An 

Everlasting Love.”
As summer turned into fall and the 

wedding loomed closer, panic began to 
set in. We found that calling on friends 
or companies you know is a must. 
Without any discussion, it was decided 
that David Riesenberg would cater the 
reception. We had seen his work and 
were confident we could leave it in his 
capable hands.  Since Elizabeth worked 
part-time for Tony Foss, the flowers and 
table decorations were planned with no 
stress at all. Tony could see Elizabeth’s 
vision for a “White Winter Wonderland” 
with a touch of ice blue, and the result 
was beautiful.

Wendy Evans, girlfriend of 
Elizabeth’s brother Ryan, is a cantor 
at Christ the King and did double duty 
as bridesmaid and cantor. She brought 
many guests to tears, singing “Ave 
Maria” and “O, Holy Night.”  

We called on a friend the week of 
the wedding to help us secure wine, 
since we had forgotten that her wedding 
would be the day after New Year’s 
Eve! The fabulous Randy Coleman 
(Elizabeth’s dream photographer) was 
scheduled to photograph the wedding.  

Elizabeth & Cody tie the knot
by Kathy Arambula
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And as a special wedding gift, Matt 
Tooley live-streamed the Mass. Carlene 
Burger even called me the week before 
the wedding and offered the use of her 
grand staircase for Elizabeth’s bridal 
portraits.  

As the day drew closer and “It’s 
all about the Sacrament” ran through 
my head, it is a truth universally 
acknowledged that every mother 
wants her daughter to be the MOST 
gorgeous bride ever. Luckily, Elizabeth 
and Moe had chosen a timeless 
design for her gown. The main body 
of the dress and train was ivory satin. 
The bodice, featuring a modest high 
illusion neckline, and long sleeves 
were covered with intricate hand 
appliquéd lace on silk net. The lace 
itself was interspersed with seed pearls 
and sequins. The gown’s full-skirted 
silhouette was covered in the same 
Alencon lace falling into a dramatic 
royal length train, which trailed a full 
five feet on the ground. Moe used 17 
yards of lace to create the gown!

To complete this gorgeous creation 
we knew Elizabeth’s veil had to have 
a wow factor. We had purchased a 
tiara at Buckingham Palace during 
our summer trip to England.  Since 
Elizabeth loves everything British, she 

chose one inspired by the Queen’s 
Cartier Halo Tiara covered in Swarovski 
crystals (Sorry, not diamonds!)

After much searching Elizabeth 
decided to have Moe create her veil 
as well. It was a striking and dramatic 
English silk net semi-drop veil. Moe 
hand-cut yards of Alencon lace to trim 
the veil. It included a silk net blusher 
worn over her face, which draped 
beautifully when she processed in on 
the arm of her brother Ryan. The royal 
length veil trailed a foot longer than 
the train of the gown itself! The result 
was beyond stunning and fit for the 
royal princess my only girl is to me.  
Of course, such beauty often pays a 
price. The veil itself was so heavy that 
Elizabeth felt throughout the ceremony 
it was going to be pulled off her head. 
She and Father Rick even giggled about 
it while seated during the readings.

Cody looked like James Bond 
himself in a three piece black Michael 
Kors tuxedo. In fact, the entire bridal 
party looked very elegant with the men 
in matching black tuxedos and the 
girls in custom black chiffon and lace 
gowns, which were also made by Moe.  

Elizabeth was thrilled to have some 
of “her” children from Mother’s Day Out 
in the wedding party. They were Helena 
Folger and Benson and Willow Riveria; 
as well as their cousins Wyatt and 
Kayden. Parishioner Jennifer Bentley 

of Beauty B. spent several hours doing 
the girls’ make-up. It was important to 
me that my mom Betty Arambula feel 
especially beautiful that night. So we 
treated her to her first ever make-up 
experience, and Jennifer made her 
even more lovely than she already is. 

When the church doors opened and 
Elizabeth appeared, my friend Susan 
Bennett said there was an audible 
gasp.  I was so nervous that I didn’t 
hear it. I was completely focused on 
my little girl. Who was this stunning 
woman processing in? She was now 
a Catholic woman of faith marrying her 
best friend. 

As the Nuptial Mass progressed, 
the vows were exchanged, and Wendy 
began to sing “Ave Maria,” I started 
to cry again. Elizabeth and Cody 
presented flowers to the Blessed 
Mother. As Wendy sang, Elizabeth and 
Cody walked together to light candles 
for the parent and grandparents who 
were no longer with us. I cried yet again 
as they received the Holy Sacrament 
for the first time as husband and 
wife.  My tears were in part because I 
realized that a wedding really is about 
the Sacrament, and  I knew my daddy, 
Elizabeth’s “Pappy,” was looking down 
on her from heaven in all her lace and 
silk and finery that we had fussed over 
and was saying, “Good girl, Elizabeth. 
Good girl. Pappy’s so proud of you.”

cont. from p. 20
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By Jennifer Uebbing

Parents already know about the 
need for their children to make 
good friends. And when it comes to 
remaining Catholic during adolescence 
and young adulthood, recent polls 
show the overwhelming importance 
of connecting with a solid Catholic 
community. According to a 2010 Knights 
of Columbus Marist poll on religious 
practices in the millennial generation – 
or young adults ages 18-29 – only one 
in four practicing Catholics attend Mass 
at least once a month. Coupled with 
the reality that most college freshman 
will establish friendships within the 
first 2 weeks of their college career 
that will last the next four years, the 
need for solid Catholic community on 

college campuses becomes apparent.  
Students attending large state 
universities or secular schools may 
find the prospect of simply attending 
Sunday Mass daunting, especially if 
they are living on a campus without 
a Catholic chapel or parish close by. 
Parents who are eager to weigh in 
on prospective campuses’ academic 
and athletic programs would do well 
to consider whether or how their sons 
and daughters will have access to the 
Sacraments during their collegiate 
tenures. The Marist poll indicated 
another stark reality: more than 89% of 
Catholics who cease to practice their 
faith do so during their college years. 
Some will simply cease to practice 
any religion, while others will embrace 
churches with vibrant community life and 

effective college outreach. Catholics 
who do leave their faith are “frequently 
becoming evangelical Protestants” by 
an overwhelming margin. The recently-
released U.S. Religious Landscape 
Survey by the Pew Research Center’s 
Forum on Religion & Public Life 
revealed that two-thirds of Catholics 
who become Protestants do so before 
they reach the age of 24.  But there are 
practical steps that parents can take to 
support their adult children’s continuing 
spiritual education. First, invest the 
same enthusiasm and energy into 
researching a prospective school’s 
moral and spiritual culture as is given its 
academic pedigree. Is there a Newman 
Center on campus?  Is FOCUS, the 
Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students, active there?  Is there a 
convenient, faithful parish affiliated 
with or located near the school?  Will 
the campus atmosphere foster – or at 
least not inhibit – continued moral and 
spiritual growth in your child? Some of 
these questions can be answered with 
a cursory click of the mouse and some 
basic web research. Others invite 
deeper investigation, and parents and 
students alike would be well-served 
to include time with current Catholic 
students into any planned campus 
visits. A fellow college student with a 
face, a name and a phone number is 
a much more attractive resource than 
a list of nearby parishes.  If your child 
has already made a connection with 
another Catholic on campus, the odds 
are in favor of his attending Mass more 
regularly in the coming school year. 
Finally, parents must not discount the 
power of prayer and fasting for their 
children, both while they are living at 
home and once they’ve moved out.  
The most powerful witness to the Faith 
– and the best predictor of whether or 
not most adults will choose to embrace 
their childhood faith – are parents who 
practice what they preach. 

Keeping the faith in the 
college years

A Prayer for College Students
Dear Lord Jesus Christ, bless our young men and women in college.

Let their endeavors bear fruit in their lives, in our community, and in the world.
Strengthen them in faith, hope, and love. Let them feel your abiding presence and love.

Strengthen the bonds of love with our children. Let them feel confident in asking our help.
Let them not forget to ask for the prayers of the saints, and strengthen their guardian angels. 
Most of all, let them not forget to turn to you always, but especially in times of need. Amen.
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Danica Sadie Allen
Campbell Quinn Anglin
Ashlyn Ann Beasley
Samuel Allen Beasley
Laura Belen Brown Sanjuan
Wyatt Basil Buergler
Presley Malone Cates
Emelia Grace Chambers
Elizabeth Elaine Chansolme
Malachi Ian Conley
John William Coyle V
Liliana Marie Currie
Blake Allen Duran
Patrick Killough Flinn
Zachary Mikel Flores
Bellah Lee Foster
Louis Michael Gasbarra III
Vera Magdalena Hansen

Benjamin Hathaway Holman
Mason S.E. Hong
Blair Anne Houser
Cole Scott Humbert
Nicole Marie Jackson
McKellyn Grace Johnson
Anna Patricia LaForge
Noah Allen Lipps
Reese Kathryn Love
Seth Manning Lucky
Samuel Bradley Margo
Quinn Patrick Martin
Avery Elizabeth McIntire
Carson Ray McMurtrey
Anne Katharine Merrill
Madison Avery Miskovsky
Baylor Martin Moates
Joseph Drake Mossauer

Rachel Aashna Paul
Rush Michael Roberts
Lucy Taylor Rosenhamer
Corbin Thomas Sanders
Timothy Joseph Shanahan
Caroline Elaine Shaw
Dylan Michael Simms
Jackson Ryan Stanton
Angelina Nichole Stidham
Luke Perrine Strickland
Tanner Hayes Sullivant
Alexander Giovanni Valerio
Beatrice Margaret Anne Ward
Grayson Patrick Ward
Elijah Joseph Webb
Andrew Joseph Whitmarsh
Samuel Keith Whitmarsh
Angela Virginia Williams

Making their first Holy Communion at Christ 
the King on Saturday, May 7, 2016 were:
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2016 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Dr. Italy
Fr. Rick Stansberry was chaplain for 
a spring pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
led by Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio. The 
pilgrimage, which included several 
CK parishioners was given as a gift to 
retiring CK School principal, Mrs. Karen 
Carter. On this and the pages following 
are photos from the pilgrimage. Dr. 
D’Ambrosio hosts pilgrimages regularly, 
and you may find information about the 
upcoming Winter 2016 pilgrimage at 
https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/
pilgrimages/.
 Christ the King was fortunate to 
welcome Dr. D’Ambrosio for our 2016 
Lenten Mission, Mar. 7-9, 2016. His 
talks, “Getting More out of Mass” (a CD 
of which is available for purchase on 
his website), “The Family as Domestic 
Church,” and “The Holy Year of Mercy,” 
may be viewed under the archives tab 
at http://ckokc.org/live-streaming.



27



28

In March Fr. Rick, Antonio Guzman, 22 CK youth and 9 adult chaperones went on 
a Mission Trip to Los Angeles to serve at the Center of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Covenant House, Project Angel Food and at the Presbyterian Church.  They also 
visited Homeboy Industries. See more photos at ckokc.org/2016-youth-mission.

2016 CK Youth Mission Trip
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Thank you to the recent high school graduates who have served so faithfully at the Christ the King altar. Pictured are those 
who were able to attend the annual dinner in their honor at the rectory: Front row from left: Drew Heinen (standing), Quin 
Clarke, Conor Maguire, Trevor Raczkowski, Mary Kate Feighny, Claire Cooper; Back row from left: Sam Jones, Christian 
Tharp, Noah Baker, Hunter Hill, Brevin Senner, James Whitmarsh, Liam Kelley and Sydney Dye. Not able to attend the 
dinner but also having faithfully served through their senior year of high school are Katie Conrad, Christopher Duff, Kyle 
Fitzgerald, Marlee Hill, Megan McKenna, Helen Milam, Robbie Schwabe, Jack Sullivan and Sam Wilson.

Serving at the CK Altar
Children are eligible to serve at the 
altar beginning in fifth grade. You do 
not have to attend Catholic school to 
be an altar server. Training takes place 
usually on a Saturday morning in the 
fall and takes about an hour. 
 Once trained, new servers are 
scheduled one at a time, so it may take 
a few weeks before all new servers 
have practical experience, depending 
on the number of trainees. If at the 
time of training you are out of town, ill 
or otherwise unable to attend, you may 
still become an altar server, however, 
the group training provides the best 
foundation to enable you to confidently 
serve with your peers.

 Altar service is a ministry open to the 
youth of our parish and is a wonderful 
way for children to experience being an 
active part of the Body of Christ in the 
Church. We are all called to ministry 
and mission. Let us encourage our 
youth to participate in every way that 
they can in the life of the Church.
 The more varied a person’s 
experience and exposure to ministry, the 
more readily they will be able to discern 
their particular gifts and their specific 
call to live out the Gospel. Please join 
in praying that service at the CK altar 
will be fertile ground for vocations to 
the priesthood, consecrated religious 
life and marriage. 

High School Seniors Faithful in Service



Vatican City, May 4, 2016 / 04:37 
am (CNA/EWTN News) - On 
Wednesday Pope Francis said the 
parable of the Good Shepherd is 
a key example of God’s mercy, 
because it represents the depth 
of the Lord’s concern in ensuring 
that no one is lost. The parable 
“represents Jesus’ solicitude 
toward sinners and the mercy of 
God which is not resigned to losing 
anyone,” the Pope said May 4. 
Jesus tells the parable in order to 
make the people understand that 
his closeness to sinners “shouldn’t 
scandalize, but on the contrary 
provoke in all a serious reflection 
on how we live our faith,” he said. 
Francis stressed that God’s mercy 
toward sinners is the personal 
style with which he acts, and “he is 
absolutely faithful to that mercy: 
nothing and no one can dissuade 
him from his will for salvation.”The 
shepherd, he said, can always be 
found “where the lost sheep is…

the Lord is therefore to be sought 
there, where he wants to meet 
us, not where we pretend to find 
him!”Pope Francis spoke to the 
thousands of pilgrims present in 
St. Peter’s Square for his general 
audience. He focused his speech 
for the event on the parable of 
the Good Shepherd, in which the 
shepherd leaves the 99 in his 
flock and goes out in search of the 
one who is lost. The Pope noted 
that there are two perspectives in 
the parable, the first being that 
of the sinners who draw near to 
Jesus and listen to him, while the 
second is that of “the suspicious 
doctors of the law and scribes” 
who distance themselves from 
the Lord and his behavior. As the 
story unfolds, it does so around 
three main characters, he said, 
naming them as “the shepherd, 
the lost sheep and the rest of the 
flock.”The only one who to act, 
however, “is the shepherd, not 

the sheep,” the Pope said, noting 
that the shepherd “is the only 
true protagonist and everything 
depends on him.”However, Francis 
observed that “a paradox” in the 
parable that could cause one to 
doubt the shepherd’s actions is 
found with the question “is it 
wise to abandon the 99 for only 
one sheep? And most importantly 
not in the safety of the sheepfold, 
but in the desert?”In the bible 
the desert is typically a place 
symbolic of death in which food, 
water and shelter are hard to find, 
he said, asking “what can the 99 
do to defend themselves?”The 
paradox continues, Pope Francis 
said, when, after having found the 
sheep, the shepherd “carries it on 
his shoulders, goes home, calls his 
friends and neighbors and says to 
them: ‘rejoice with me.’”Straining 
oneself to reach just one sheep 
might seem like the shepherd has 
forgotten the other 99, he said, 

Jesus’ closeness to sinners isn’t a scandal–
it’s an example, Pope says by Elise Harris
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but noted that “in reality it’s not 
like this.” What Jesus wants to 
teach through the parable is that 
“no sheep can be lost. The Lord 
cannot accept the fact that even 
one single person can be lost,” 
the Pope said, adding that this is 
“a burning desire.” “Neither can 
the 99 sheep stop the shepherd 
and keep him closed in the flock,” 
he said, and spoke about the 
importance of “going outside 
of ourselves.” While looking for 
the lost sheep, the shepherd 
“provokes the 99 so that they 
participate in the reunification of 
the flock,” Francis said, adding 
that there is no way to reassemble 
the flock other than following the 
path outlined by the mercy of the 
shepherd. He encouraged pilgrims 
to think about the parable often, 
since in the Christian community 
there is always someone “missing 
who left, leaving an empty space.” 
Although this reality can at 
times be discouraging and lead 
us to believe that the departure 
of a brother or sister from the 
community is an inevitable, 
“incurable disease,” the Pope 
said this is not the case. Francis 
cautioned against running from 
this danger and “locking ourselves 
inside of the flock, where there is 
not the smell of the sheep, but the 
stench of the closed!”When this 
happens, he said, it is because we 
have lost “the missionary impulse” 
that leads us to encounter others. 
Pope Francis closed his audience 
by emphasizing that “no distance 
can keep the shepherd away, and 
no flock can renounce a brother.”To 
find one that is lost, he said, “is 
the joy of the shepherd and of 
God, but also the joy of the entire 
flock! We are all sheep who have 
been found and gathered by the 
mercy of the Lord, and together 
with him are called to gather the 
entire flock!” 

Washington D.C., Jun 2, 2016 / 06:15 am (CNA/EWTN News) - For two years, the 
ChurchPOP website has sought to craft faithful, fun content for the social media 
age. It hopes to do even more now that it has been acquired by the EWTN Global 
Catholic Network.
 “ChurchPOP seeks to evangelize by spreading Catholic culture in a way 
tailored to the online social media world,” said Brantly Millegan, the editor-in-chief 
of ChurchPOP.com. “We’ve developed a certain flavor that’s faithful, accessible, 
and interesting that seems to have resonated with lots of people. Thanks to the 
backing of EWTN, we have big plans for the future of ChurchPOP,” he added. He 
credited the website’s success to “the great writers who contribute to ChurchPOP 
and to our readers, who help spread the word about the website.”
 Millegan said he launched ChurchPOP in August 2014, envisioning it as a 
Christian culture website in the style of BuzzFeed. He said that while BuzzFeed 
has created and perfected a popular new genre of online content, it uses it to 
promote a harmful secular worldview. “I thought we could use their methods, as 
well as creatively develop our own, to spread Christian culture,” he reflected.
 Michael Warsaw, EWTN Chairman and CEO, said the acquisition would 
expand EWTN’s mission and reach. “The content available on the ChurchPOP 
platforms provides a terrific vehicle to engage millennials and others who might 
not be reached by more traditional religious media,” Warsaw said in a June 2 
announcement. “Throughout our 35-year history, EWTN has always been at the 
forefront of the new evangelization, using every possible form of media to carry 
out our mission. The addition of ChurchPOP to the EWTN family will enable us to 
continue to expand our audiences around the globe.” The ChurchPOP site has 
one main goal, Millegan said: “Ultimately, we want to win souls for Christ.”
 The site hopes to expand the kinds of content it can offer and to grow into 
more languages. In addition to English, ChurchPOP currently has a Spanish-
language edition, edited by Yhonatan Luque of Lima, Peru, and a Portuguese-
language edition, edited by Cleiton Ramos of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
 EWTN Global Catholic Network is the largest religious media network in the 
world. Its television broadcasts reach over 265 million homes in over 145 countries 
and territories. Its radio broadcasts include SIRIUS/XM, iHeart Radio, over 500 
AM and FM radio affiliates and a worldwide shortwave radio service. It also has 
a publishing arm and news outlets including the National Catholic Register and 
Catholic News Agency. 

Christian media in the age of BuzzFeed: 
ChurchPOP joins EWTN

Oklahoma Catholic Broadcast Network
Tune in to 97.3 in Oklahoma City for great Catholic radio. Learn more about Catholic radio in 

Oklahoma and support our local broadcaster at http://okcatholicbroadcasting.com.
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WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday at 5:00 pm

Sunday at 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 12:15 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday-Friday at 6:30 am
(When school is in session, 

Thursday morning Mass is at 8:15 am)

CONFESSIONS
Saturday from 3:30pm-4:15 pm

ADORATION
Mondays from 7:00 am-6:30 pm

  PARISH 
 Website www.ckokc.org
	 Office	 405-842-1481
 Discipleship & Evangelization 405-843-4766
 Parish Life 405-842-1483
 Prayer Line 405-242-4531
 Youth 405-242-4533
 Fax 405-843-0539

  SCHOOL
 Website www.ckschool.com
	 Office	 405-843-3909
 Fax 405-843-6519


